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ning-wheel? Shri Prafulla Chandra Ray1, one of our foremost
scientists, a peer of Shri Bose2, an expert on delicate instruments
and one who is associated with a number of business houses, has
had to confess that for the four and a half crores of men and women
of Bengal the only hope is the spinning-wheel. Those who tire of
an activity of this nature simply do not understand it.

Moreover, what can a tired soldier accomplish? The sol-
dier who is always changing his strategy is bound to lose. We, on
the other hand, have all the time been going forward. We have
been able to make a few inroads into the citadels of the legis-
lature, of the title-holders, of the lawyers and of the students, and
could manage with what little we won. But foreign cloth stands in
our path obstructing all progress. Till that fortress has fallen, we
should not expect swaraj. Swaraj is possible only after its com-
plete destruction. Hence, without demolishing this bastion of
foreign cloth, whether it takes one month or many, we cannot
hope to advance. We have been able to pass the other forts by
digging our way through them.

Swaraj is something that has to be experienced. Only the
patient can say finally whether he has been cured. Because a
patient's complexion has regained colour and he has put on weight,
the doctor will say that he is well even if he cannot sit up. The
patient, however, will not agree that he is well. In much the same
way, every person will have to be a witness to himself and say
whether swaraj has been won. If, therefore, it is established that
the people are tired of spinning, carding or weaving, of khadi, I
shall conclude that they do not want swaraj. A man who has been
fasting or, leaving rice, consuming bran is out, we would say, to
commit suicide. Similarly, it can be said of anyone who chooses
to keep away from swadeshi that he does not desire swaraj.

Can it be said that the workers and the members of their
families have adopted swadeshi so completely that they like to
hear no more of it ? Till a non-co-operator has adopted complete
swadeshi for himself and his family, it is much too early for him
to lose interest or get disheartened. I am certain that the whole
country will go swadeshi once all non-co-operators have become
genuine followers of swadeshi as a matter of duty. Our loss of inte-
rest today is like a child's. When it finds sums difficult, it wants to
do something else. The teacher who indulges the child when it
loses interest in this way or feels defeated acts as its enemy. The

1  1861-1944; scientist and patriot

2 Sir J. G. Base, F.R.S., botanist